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Kokino
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ow can such a small place so suggestively testify to
life that extends through thousands of years: from
Neolith, to the Iron Age, through the Antique Period, and up to the medieval period?

,Q9LQLFKNR.DOH\RXZLOOÀQGQXPHURXVDQGGLYHUVHWUHDVXUHV
DQGGLVFRYHULHV\RXZLOOÀQGEXLOGLQJVIURPGLϯHUHQWSHULRGVRI
time - remains of a Roman temple, ancient residences spanning
PDQ\ SHULRGV SRVVLEOH HFFOHVLDVWLFDO UHVLGHQFHV IURP WKH WK
and 6th centuries), and a completely preserved rampart of the
fortress, complete with eleven towers. However, even now, not evHU\WKLQJWKDWLVKLGGHQRQWKLVVLWHKDVEHHQGLVFRYHUHGVRLWVWLOO
remains an archeological enigma.
7KHPRVWLPSRUWDQWÀQGLQJRQ9LQLFKNR.DOHVLWHZKLFKDURXVHG
KXJHLQWHUHVWDQGFXULRVLW\DURXQGWKHZRUOGLVWKHZRUOG·VÀUVW
and largest collection of terra-cotta reliefs with iconographic
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQV NQRZQ DV WHUUDFRWWD LFRQV 7KHVH YDOXDEOH
Christian treasures originate from the 5th or 6th century AD,
and are among the most authentic of archeological discoveries.
Today, these and many other artifacts discovered during the exSORUDWLRQRIWKLVVLWHFDQEHVHHQLQWKHPXVHXPRI9LQLFD
9LVLWWKLVPDJQLÀFHQWSODFHWRIXOO\DSSUHFLDWHWKHROGDGDJHWKDW
ZHDUHERWKWKHVHHGVDQGRϯVSULQJRIHWHUQLW\DWWKHVDPHWLPH
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mic plates
Terracotta reliefs - cera
ntury, shaped
ce
6
5
of
d
io
er
p
e
th
from
s, found in
ca
li
p
re
e
or
m
in
d
ol
m
by
flect early
V inichko Kale. They re
ia and are one
on
d
ce
a
M
in
ty
ni
a
ti
is
Chr
gical enigmas
lo
eo
ha
rc
a
st
te
ea
gr
e
th
of
in this region.

Vinica
Fortress

6¬
Golema Majka - Great
Mother - terracotta goddess
of fertility and protector of
home and family. Dating
from the Neolithic, found in
the archaeological site Tumba
-Madzari Skopje.

WREL LV XQGRXEWHGO\ WKH PRVW DWWUDFWLYH
most impressive, and most famous ancient
city in the territory of Macedonia. Situated
in the heart of our country, this site is a must-see
for anyone who wants to experience an archeologiFDODGYHQWXUHDSSUHFLDWHWKHFXOWXUDOEHQHÀWVRIWKH
DQFLHQWZRUOGDQGHQMR\WKHYLHZRIEHDXWLIXOQDWXUH
The numerous unearthed monuments, which are
XQLTXHO\EHDXWLIXODUHVLOHQWZLWQHVVHVWROLIHLQWKH
SUHKLVWRULF DQG +HOOHQLVWLF SHULRGV DQG WKH REMHFWV
DQGEXLOGLQJVDUHDSURRIWKDW6WRELZDVDQLPSRU
WDQW XUEDQ PLOLWDU\ DGPLQLVWUDWLYH WUDGH DQG UH
ligious centre of the Roman and early Byzantine
Empires.

Because of its geographical position, throughout
WKHFHQWXULHV6WRELZDVDFURVVURDGVRIWKHDQFLHQW
ZRUOGDQGKHUHZHÀQGPDQ\FXOWXUDOLQÁXHQFHVIURP
South and North alike.
,Q 5RPDQ WLPHV 6WREL EHFDPH WKH FDSLWDO RI WKH
province of Macedonia Secunda, and it had its own
PLQW/DWHULWEHFDPHDQLPSRUWDQW&KULVWLDQFHQWUH
and the main seat of an Episcopy.
7KH(SLVFRSDOEDVLOLFDWKH$QWLTXHWKHDWUHWKH3DO
ace of Theodosius, the House of Policharmus, the
JUHDWEDWKDQGPDQ\RWKHUUHOLFVRIULFKKLVWRULFDO
wealth of this ancient city will not leave you unsatisÀHGWKH\ZLOOHQYHORS\RXLQWKHDUPVRIKLVWRU\DQG
WKHLUEHDXW\ZLOOWDNH\RXUEUHDWKDZD\
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Stobi
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KHDQFLHQWFLW\+HUDFOHD/\QFHVWLVLVFRQVLGHUHGWREHWKHFXOWXUDO
treasure of the Balkans. The remains of the city are in the southern
SHULSKHU\RIWKHFLW\RI%LWRODDWWKHIRRWRI%DED0RXQWDLQ7KLV
LPSRUWDQWDUFKHRORJLFDOVLWHLVULFKLQPDQ\ÀQGLQJVDQGUHSUHVHQWVDUHDO
postcard of the Hellenistic and Roman periods.
+HUDFOHDH[WHQGHGWRWKHQRUWKZHVWERUGHURIWKH0DFHGRQLDQDUHD/\QFHVWLV
and it was one of the main and most developed military-strategic centers in
WKH%DONDQV7KHFLW\LVZLGHO\FRQVLGHUHGWRKDYHEHHQIRXQGHGE\WKHJUHDW
0DFHGRQLDQ3KLOLS,,LQWKHPLGGOHRIWKHWKFHQWXU\%&DOWKRXJKVRPH
claim that the founder was Philip V.
7KURXJKWKHFHQWXULHVWKHFLW\DFFXPXODWHGGLϯHUHQWFXOWXUHV²WKLVVRFLDODQG
FXOWXUDOFHQWHUZDVWDNHQE\WKH5RPDQVDWWDFNHGE\WKH*RWKVIHOOLQWRWKH
KDQGVRIWKH%\]DQWLQHVDQGÀQDOO\EHFDPHDQHPLQHQWO\(SLVFRSDOFHQWUH
7KHWKHDWUHFRPSOH[KDVXQLTXHEHDXW\7KHDUFKLWHFWXUHRIWKHWKHDWUHZDV
SHUIHFWHGE\WKHVWULFWFDQRQVRI9LWUXYLXVDQGDFFRUGLQJWRWKHSURSRUWLRQV
RIWKH5RPDQWKHDWUHV<RXZLOOEHDPD]HGE\WKHVDFUHGREMHFWVGLVFRYHUHGLQ
+HUDFOHDERWKODUJHDQGVPDOOLQFOXGLQJWKHWRPEEDVLOLFDDQGWKH(SLVFRSDO
residency.

$PDMRUPDVWHUSLHFHRIHDUO\&KULVWLDQDUWLVWKHPRVDLFRQWKHÁRRURIWKH
QDUWKH[LQWKHPDLQEDVLOLFD7KHÁRRURIWKHEDVLOLFDLVÀOOHGZLWKWKRXVDQGVRI
VPDOOVWRQHVSODFHGLQSHUIHFWKDUPRQ\ZKHUHÁRUDDQGIDXQDZLWKLOOXVWUDWHG
PHVVDJHVIURPWKH%LEOHDUHSUHVHQWHG
+HUDFOHD·VEHDXW\LVWREHDSSUHFLDWHGERWKYLVXDOO\DQGYLVFHUDOO\²DQG\RX
DUHVXUHWRH[SHULHQFHERWKVHQVDWLRQVLQWKLVVDFUHGSODFH
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V\RXDSSURDFK2KULGIURPDGLVWDQFH\RXZLOOEHZHO
FRPHGE\DYLHZRIWKHKLOOZKHUHWKHIRUWUHVVOLHVEHKLQG
whose walls once lived the ancient people of this city.

7KLVSODFHZDVÀUVWPHQWLRQHGE\WKHDQFLHQWKLVWRULDQ/LY\LQWKH
WKFHQWXU\%&DVWKHFLW\/\FKQLGRVDQGELJJHUPRUHH[SDQ
sive description dates from the 5th century, when the fortress was
GHIHQGHGIURPWULEDODWWDFNVGXULQJWKH*UHDW0LJUDWLRQSHULRG
The fortress was used in the Roman and Byzantine periods, and
it was extended and enlarged during Samuil’s empire. Today the
form of the fortress dates from Tsar Samuil’s time, even though
there is some data that the fortress was destructed and repairs
ZHUHPDGHE\WKH7XUNVDQGWKH%\]DQWLQHV7RGD\WRZHUVDQG
JDWHVDUHSUHVHUYHGDQGLWUHSUHVHQWVDV\PERORI2KULG
,QWKHIRUWUHVVPDQ\LPSRUWDQWREMHFWVRUQDPHQWVPDGHRISUH
cious materials, and a Hellenistic necropolis from the 5th century
%&KDYHEHHQGLVFRYHUHG
The amphitheatre in the old part of the city speaks in the language
DQGLQWKHVSLULWRIWKHDQFLHQW,WLVWKRXJKWWRKDYHEHHQEXLOWLQ
the 3rd century BC. Many artifacts from this era and from the
Middle Ages are preserved here. Today the amphitheatre is a place
where many events are held, like the events of the Ohrid Summer
Festival.
If you visit Ohrid during the summer, do not miss the opportunity
to see a play in the theater, or else you will miss the unique opportunity to share this experience that with an audience which sat on
WKHVDPHVSRWWKRXVDQGVRI\HDUVEHIRUH\RX
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Samuil’s Fortress
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he archeological complex of Plaoshnik is the heart of
ancient Ohrid and one of the most sacred places in
0DFHGRQLD7KHUHDUHPDQ\DUFKDHRORJLFDOÀQGLQJV
ZKLFKVKRZWKDWWKLVVSDFHKDVEHHQLQKDELWHGVLQFHWKHEHJLQ
QLQJRIWLPH²EHJLQQLQJLQWKHODWH%URQ]H$JHDQGWKURXJK
out the late medieval period.

Codex Assemanius- Oldest
Macedonian verb manuscript
from the early 11th century,
containing 158 parchment
papers and optional weekly
service – Aprakos.

In ancient times in this area was the city of Lychnidos, and
there were several temples on Plaoshnik, including the temple
GHGLFDWHG WR WKH *RG 'LRQLV ,Q WKH WK DQG WK FHQWXULHV
Lychnidos was the Episcopal centre of the Macedonian-Roman
province New Epirus, and on the ruins of the old pagan temples
QHZHDUO\&KULVWLDQEDVLOLFDVZHUHEXLOW
7KH FHQWUDO ÀJXUH FRQQHFWHG WR WKLV SODFH LV WKH 6ODYLF HSLV
FRSH6W&OHPHQWZKRDWWKHHQGRIWKHWKFHQWXU\UHEXLOWWKH
ROGFKXUFKDQGEXLOWDQHZRQHGHGLFDWHGWR6W3DQWHOHLPRQ
St. Clement led the Ohrid Literary School, and it is considered
WKDW KH IRXQGHG WKH ÀUVW 6ODYLF 8QLYHUVLW\ LQ (XURSH ZKLFK
GDWHVIURPWKHWKFHQWXU\
The church that you will see in the centre of Plaoshni is in fact
the restored Clement’s church. The renewal of the church was
made on the foundations of the old church from the 9th century, and the same original materials were used. The remains of
6W&OHPHQWKDYHEHHQWUDQVIHUUHGWRWKLVFKXUFK,QWKHLQWH
rior, among other things, there are preserved frescoes from the
WKDQGWKDQGWKDQGWKFHQWXULHVDVZHOODVUHPDLQV
RIROGHUSKDVHVRQWKHÁRRUV
Enter into this temple and feel like you are returning to the
WLPH RI WKH ROG 6ODYLF HGXFDWRUV ZKR ZHUH IDVFLQDWHG E\ WKH
same perfectly clear water of Ohrid Lake that remains today.
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KHJUHDWHVWV\PEROVRI6NRSMHDUHWKH6NRSMH)RUWUHVVDQGWKH
Stone Bridge. The fortress sweeps over the city and peacefully
ZDWFKHVRYHULWZKLOHWKHEULGJHFRQQHFWVWKH´0DFHGRQLDµFHQ
tral square and the Old Bazaar.

$UFKHRORJLFDOÀQGLQJVUHYHDOWKDWWKHDUHDRI6NRSMHIRUWUHVVZDVLQKDE
LWHGEHJLQQLQJLQWKH1HROLWKDQG(DUO\%URQ]HSHULRGV7KHIRUWUHVVGDWHV
IURPWKHWLPHRI(PSHURU-XVWLQLDQ,  $WWKHHQGRIWKHWKFHQWX
ry, the Skopje Fortress was a medieval city centre, and was occupied in the
WLPHRI7VDU6DPXLO$WWKHHQGRIWKHWKFHQWXU\WKHIRUWUHVVZDVHYHQ
JRYHUQHGE\WKH1RUPDQV7KH7XUNVLQFRQTXHULQJWKHFLW\GHVWUR\HG
SDUWRIWKHIRUWUHVVDQGDFFRUGLQJWKHUHSRUWRI3LFFRORPLQLIURP
the Skopje Fortress remained half-empty and poorly defended.
2IWKHIRUPHUO\LPSRVLQJIRUWUHVVWRGD\RQO\PHWHUVRIWKHZDOOUH
PDLQDVZHOODVWKUHHWRZHUVDQGDKXJHWUHDVXUHRIWKHKLVWRULFDOÀQGLQJV
LQFOXGLQJDEURQ]HFRLQRI$OH[DQGHU,,,
,WLVFRQVLGHUHGWKDWWKHYHU\ÀUVW6WRQH%ULGJHZDVEXLOWLQWKHWKFHQWX
U\WKRXJKLWKDGDGLϯHUHQFHDSSHDUDQFHWKDQWRGD\·VEULGJH7KHEULGJH
ZDVGDPDJHGDQGGHVWUR\HGQXPHURXVWLPHVDQGWKHPRVWVLJQLÀFDQWUH
FRQVWUXFWLRQKDSSHQHGLQ'XULQJWKH6HFRQG:RUOG:DUWKHEULGJH
ZDVVDYHGIURPGHVWUXFWLRQGHVSLWHDQDWWHPSWE\WKHIDVFLVWPLOLWDU\WR
dynamite the structure.
7KHEULGJHWRGD\VWDQGVLQGHÀDQFHRILWVWXUEXOHQWSDVWDQGLWVPRVWLP
portant role is to connect the two shores of the river, thus merging the
people of Skopje and its multiplicity of cultures.
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t completely
s
o
lm
a
a
ik
d
u
Venus P
e, made of
r
u
t
lp
u
c
s
e
iz
s
preserved life
originatle
b
r
a
m
e
it
h
w
d
fine-graine
large
in
d
n
u
o
F
.
y
r
u
t
n
ing from II ce
aeological
h
c
r
a
e
h
t
t
a
y
it
thermal facil
site Skupi.

Skopje Fortress &
the Stone
Bridge

%¬

XLOWRQDKLJKURFN\FOLϯRYHUWKHVKRUHRIWKHPRVWVRXWK
HUQSRLQWRI2KULG/DNHLVRQHRIWKHPRVWEHDXWLIXOPRQ
asteries in Macedonia, which also represents one of the
ÀUVWPRQXPHQWVRI6ODYLFFKXUFKDUFKLWHFWXUHDQGDUWLQWKH2KULG
UHJLRQ²WKLVLVWKH0RQDVWHU\RI6W1DXP
The founder of the monastery is the medieval writer and teacher
Naum, who is one of the founders of the Slavic and Macedonian
literacy and education tradition. The view around the monastery
ZLOOPDNH\RXIHHOWKDWLQWKLVDUHDWKHKHDYHQO\EHDXW\UHDOO\FDPH
down to the earth.
The Church of the Holy Archangels is the central part of the monastery complex. Its foundation has the shape of a clover. Here St.
1DXPZDVEXULHGDQGIRUFHQWXULHVWKLVSODFHDWWUDFWHGZRUVKLS
pers from various religions, who paid respect to the relics of the
Saint whose remains laid in a separate chapel on the south side of
the church.
7KHFKXUFKZDVIXOO\GHVWUR\HGEHWZHHQWKHWKDQGWKFHQWX
ULHVDQGWRGD\·VFKXUFKZDVEXLOWRQWKHRULJLQDOIRXQGDWLRQVLQWKH
WKFHQWXU\,WKDVEHHQEXLOWXSDQGH[WHQGHGLQVHYHUDOSKDVHV
DQGWKHODVWVLJQLÀFDQWUHVWRUDWLRQZDVPDGHDWWKHHQGRIWKHWK
century. The icon of the Holy Assumption of St. Naum stands with
LWV EHDXW\ DQG VLJQLÀFDQFH ZKLFK LV WKH ROGHVW UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ RI
this theme. The monastery church is known for its characteristic
wood carving, which dates from the seventeenth and early part of
the eighteenth centuries.
:KHQ\RXFRPHWR0DFHGRQLDGRQRWPLVVWKHFKDQFHWRYLVLWWKH
WRPERI6W1DXPDQGWROD\\RXUKHDGVLGHZD\VRQKLVJUDYH,I\RX
ZDLWDQGIRFXV\RXFDQKHDUDGHHSUXPEOHZKLFKDQ\EHOLHYHUZLOO
WHOO\RXLVWKHVDLQW·VKHDUWEHDW

find more at www.macedonia-timeless.com

2¬

ne of the most imposing holy temples, the Monastery
RI6W-RYDQ%LJRUVNL 6W-RKQWKH%DSWLVW LVEXLOWRQ
the limestone over the canyon valley of the Radika River
among the forests of the steep northwestern slopes of Bistra Mountain.
7KH PRQDVWHU\ ZDV EXLOW RI OLPHVWRQH EORFNV ,W ZDV EXLOW LQ WKH
WKFHQWXU\EXWLWKDVEHHQWKURXJKGLϰFXOWWLPHVDQGVHYHUDO
WLPHV ZDV GHYDVWDWHG EXUQHG DQG GHVWUR\HG DOO WKH ZD\ WR  WKH
ground. The icon of John the Baptist is the only element that has
UHPDLQHGLQWDFW,WLVEHOLHYHGWKDWWKHLFRQGLVDSSHDUHGGXULQJHDFK
phase of destruction, only to reappear afterwards in the monastery.
7KHSUHVHQWPRQDVWHU\WHPSOHGDWHVIURPWKHODWHWKDQGHDUO\
WKFHQWXULHV7KHWHPSOH·V%\]DQWLQHDUFKLWHFWXUHHYRNHVVSLUL
WXDOSHDFH<RXUKHDUWZLOOWUHPEOHDQG\RXUVRXOZLOOEHÀOOHGZLWK
peace and goodness when you enter the church dedicated to St.
-RKQWKH%DSWLVWZKHQ\RXVHHWKHYLEUDQWDUFKLWHFWXUHRIWKHFRP
SOH[RIPRQDVWLFEXLOGLQJVRUZKHQ\RXH[SHULHQFHWKHLFRQVDQG
IUHVFRHVPDQ\RIWKHPPDGHE\WKHIDPRXVIUHVFRPDVWHU'LFKR
Zograf.
7KHPRVWEHDXWLIXOGHFRUDWLRQLQWKHFKXUFKDQGZKDWWKLVWHPSOH
LVZLGHO\IDPRXVIRULVLWVLFRQRVWDVLVZKLFKLVWKHÀQDODQGXQ
SDUDOOHOOHGZRUNRIWKHZRRGFDUYHUIURPWKH0LMDFKNLUHJLRQ²WKH
IDPRXV3HWUH)LOLSRYVNL*DUNDWDZLWKKLVFUHZDQG0DNDULM)UFK
NRYVNL7KLVPRQXPHQWDOPDVWHUSLHFHZDVÀQLVKHGLQDQDVWRQLVK
LQJUHFRUGWLPHIURPWRDQGLVFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\WKH
VSHFLÀFXVHRIWKHKXPDQÀJXUHDQGWKHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIDVLJQLÀ
FDQWQXPEHURIVFHQHVIURPWKH2OGDQG1HZ7HVWDPHQWV
The entire life of the monastery over the centuries, and everything
that was created in it, seems to constantly whisper for a continuous
VWULYHIRU*RG

find more at www.macedonia-timeless.com
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he Monastery of St. Joakim Osogovski is one of the
PRVW IDPRXV VDFUHG REMHFWV LQ 0DFHGRQLD ORFDWHG
3km northeast of Kriva Palanka, on the slopes of
2VRJRYR0RXQWDLQ,WZDVEXLOWLQWKHWLPHRIWKH%\]DQWLQH
HPSHURU 0DQXHO   DQG GHGLFDWHG WR WKH KHUPLW
and saint for whom it was named.
Preserved manuscripts and writings originating from this
PRQDVWHU\ZKLFKWRGD\FDQEHIRXQGLQPDQ\6ODYLFDQG(X
URSHDQOLEUDULHVLQGLFDWHWKHKDQGZULWWHQWUDGLWLRQWKDWZDV
SUHVHUYHG KHUH IRU FHQWXULHV 7KH PRQDVWHU\ KDV D GLϰFXOW
history and over the years went through painful times, caught
LQDQHFRQRPLFFULVLVDQGGHYDVWDWHGE\HDUWKTXDNHLQ
yet nevertheless it survived and remained to fascinate us with
its spiritual, architectural, and artistic value.
The monastery complex includes two temples - a large monastery church, and a smaller one. The small monastery church
ZDVUHQRYDWHGLQWKHWKFHQWXU\DQGLWZDVEXLOWZLWKFDUYHG
VWRQHVDQGEULFNV,WLVDVVXPHGWKDWWKHROGOD\HURIIUHVFRHV
GDWHVIURPWKHWKFHQWXU\6RPHRIWKHIUHVFRHVDQGLFRQRV
WDVLVIURPWKHWKFHQWXU\ZHUHPDGHE\'LPLWULH$QGRQRY
Papradishki.
7KH ODUJHU PRQDVWHU\ FKXUFK ZDV EXLOW EHWZHHQ  DQG
 E\ WKH 0DVWHU $QGUHMD 'DPMDQRY WKH PRVW IDPRXV
PDVWHUEXLOGHURIWKH%DONDQVLQWKDWSHULRG
The gates of the monastery are always open. Visit it and feel
the supernatural force that glows from this place. You will discover a unique place for rest, spiritual peace, and tranquility.
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KH&KXUFKRI6DLQW3DQWHOHLPRQLVDUHPDUNDEOHPHGLHYDO
Macedonian monument, and contains the most famous
treasure of Byzantine painting from the time of the Comnenian dynasty. It is on the slopes of Vodno Mountain, in the village
RI*RUQR1HUH]L
7KHFKXUFKZDVEXLOWLQZLWKWKHIXQGVRI$OH[LXV&RPQHQXV
DQGGHGLFDWHGWRWKHSURWHFWRURIKHDOWK6W3DQWHOHLPRQ,QZDVEXLOW
in the Byzantine style, using ordinary stone from the surroundings
RIWKHPRQDVWHU\DVEXLOGLQJPDWHULDO%ULFNVZHUHXVHGDVZHOODQG
WKH\ KDYH VLQFH EHHQ VNLOOIXOO\ FRQYHUWHG LQWR SRO\FKURPH VXUIDFHV
The small church is constructed in the traditional shape of a cross
LQVFULEHGLQDUHFWDQJXODUDUHD
The frescoes in St. Panteleimon are the work of many masters, and
the highest achievement of Byzantine art is the composition called
´/DPHQWDWLRQRI&KULVWµE\DQXQNQRZQIUHVFRSDLQWHU7KDW·VZK\
you have to visit the church of St. Panteleimon. The uniqueness of
WKLVFRPSRVLWLRQZKLFKGLϯHUVIURPVFHQHVZLWKVLPLODUWKHPHVLQ
other monasteries in the Byzantine form, is the explicit representation and highlighting of the life and emotions of the Holy Mother of
*RGSDLQWHGDVDPRWKHUFU\LQJRYHUWKHGHDGERG\RIKHUVRQ-HVXV
Christ. This kind of representation is characteristic of the Renaissance painters from Italy, who would appear hundreds of years later
DIWHUWKHFUHDWLRQRI´/DPHQWDWLRQRI&KULVWµ7KHUHIRUHWKLVFRPSR
sition is considered a forerunner of Renaissance painting.
The frescoes in the Church of St. Pantelemon prove that in art, conFHSWVOLNHWLPHDQGVSDFHRIWHQDUHLQVLJQLÀFDQWEHFDXVHHYHU\DUWLV
WLFPDVWHUSLHFHLPPHGLDWHO\EHFRPHVDQLPSRUWDQWSDUWRIHWHUQLW\

find more at www.macedonia-timeless.com
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IHZNLORPHWHUVDZD\IURP'HEDUDIWHU\RXSDVV
'HEDU/DNHLQWKHYLOODJHRI5DMFKLFD\RXZLOO
ÀQG RQH RI WKH PRVW EHDXWLIXO PRQDVWHULHV LQ
0DFHGRQLD²6W*HRUJHWKH9LFWRU\%ULQJHU7KLVQXQ
QHU\ IHPDOHPRQDVWHU\ LVSDUWRIWKH%LJRUVNLPRQDVWHU\
complex.
7KHPRQDVWHU\FKXUFKDQGTXDUWHUVZHUHEXLOWLQ,Q
the church there is an iconostasis wood carving, made in
the same year, on which is engraved a cross with Christ’s
FUXFLÀ[LRQGDWLQJIURPWKHWKFHQWXU\7KHFKXUFKZDV
ODWHU ÀOOHG ZLWK LFRQV DQG SDLQWLQJV LQ WKH SHULRG IURP

In the church there are parts of the remains of the hand of
6W*HRUJH7KHUHPDLQVRIWKLV6DLQWIURPWKHWKFHQWXU\
DUHHPEHGGHGLQJROGSODWHGVLOYHULQWKHIRUPRIDKDQG
0D\EHWKHPRVWLPSRUWDQWFKDUDFWHULVWLFRIWKLVPRQDV
tery is the handmade work of the monastic sisterhood.
,QVLOHQFHDQGWKURXJKSUD\LQJWKHQXQV VLVWHUV PDNH
unique, high-quality Orthodox priests’ crowns called
´PLWULµ PLWHUV (DFKFUHDWLRQLVLQFRPSOLDQFHZLWKWKH
HPEURLGHU\ VW\OH DQG WKH FRORU RI WKH FORWKLQJ WKDW WKH
ELVKRSZLOOZHDU7KLVPRQDVWHU\LVWKHRQO\SODFHLQ0DFH
GRQLDZKHUH´PLWULµDUHFUHDWHGDQGWKHFUHDWHGPDVWHU
SLHFHVDUHVRXJKWE\2UWKRGR[FKXUFKHVDURXQGWKHZRUOG
Life in the monastery has a unique rhythm. Feel it, take a
GHHSEUHDWKJHWFORVHUWRQDWXUHDGPLUHWKHFDOPLQJHQ
ergy that glows from this temple, and if you are interested
LQVRPHWKLQJVLPSO\LQTXLUHRIWKHPRGHVWVLVWHUV²WKH\
ZLOODQVZHU\RXZLWKSOHDVXUH:KHWKHU\RXFRPHLQWHQ
WLRQDOO\RUMXVWSDVVLQJE\RQ\RXUZD\WR2KULGWKLVJHP
E\'HEDU/DNHGHVHUYHVWREHVHHQ

find more at www.macedonia-timeless.com

vo - bronze
o
t
e
T
f
o
a
d
a
n
e
M
from the
s
e
t
a
d
t
a
h
t
e
t
t
e
statu
resents
p
e
R
.
C
B
y
r
6th centu
sus, the
y
n
io
D
f
o
n
io
compan
god of wine.

7¬

KHPRVWUHFRJQL]HGPRQXPHQWRI7HWRYRDQGRQHRIWKHPRVWEHDX
tiful constructions in Macedonia, is the Decorated Mosque. It is loFDWHGLQWKHROGSDUWRI7HWRYRRQWKHULJKWEDQNRIWKH3HQD5LYHU
$FFRUGLQJWRVRPHUHVHDUFKHUVLWGDWHVIURPZKLOHRWKHUVPDLQWDLQLW
ZDVEXLOWLQ7KHLQVFULSWLRQDERYHWKHIURQWGRRUUHYHDOVWKDWWKHSUHV
HQWIRUPRULJLQDWHVIURPWKHÀUVWKDOIRIWKHWKFHQWXU\ZKHQLWZDVEXLOWRQ
WKHIRXQGDWLRQVRIDQRWKHUROGHUEXLOGLQJ,WLVNQRZQDOVRDV3DVKLQD0RVTXH
QDPHGDIWHU$EGXUDKPDQ3DVKDD7XUNLVKIHXGDOUXOHU ORUG LQWKH7HWRYR
Pashalak who invested in the reconstruction and the expansion of the mosque.

7KLV UHOLJLRXV REMHFW LV XQLTXH IRU LWV EHDXW\ DQG LW ÀJXUHV SURPLQHQWO\ LQ
anthologies of Islamic architecture. It is a single square room construction,
ZKLFKFRPELQHV%DURTXHDQG1HRFODVVLFDO2WWRPDQEXLOGLQJVW\OHV7KHPRVW
H[SHULHQFHG PDVWHUV IURP 'HEDU DUH FUHGLWHG ZLWK WKH XQLTXH DQG FRORUIXO
ornaments adorning the mosque.. On the East, North, and South façades verWLFDOÀHOGVDUHSDLQWHGLQIUHVFRWHFKQLTXHLQIRXUURZVZLWKWKHPRVWUHPDUN
DEOHEHLQJWKH6RXWKVLGHIDFLQJWKHPDLQURDGWR*RVWLYDU
Especially attractive is the depiction of Mecca, a rarity and perhaps the only
example of the illustration of the shrine of the Prophet Muhammad in Southeast Europe.
7KHZDOOGHFRUDWLRQVLQWKHLQWHULRUWKHFRORUIXOJHRPHWULFDQGKHUEDORUQD
ments, and the facades of the Multicolored Mosque contain the characteristics
of traditional Turkish decoration, so when you visit it, the architectural richQHVVRIWKHSRZHUIXO2WWRPDQHPSLUHZLOOVWULNH\RXIRUDPRPHQW²RUORQJHU
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f you ask someone from Skopje where you can
truly feel the spirit of the capitol, he will immediately tell you to take a walk in the Old Bazaar.
7KHUHLVDXQLTXHUHDVRQZK\WKLVLVWKHFDVH²WKH2OG
Bazaar is the place where modernity meets tradition, it
LVWKHEHDWLQJKHDUWRIWKHFLW\ZKHUHIULHQGVKLSVDUH
maintained and expanded, where every step is a piece of
KLVWRU\ZKHUH\RXDGPLUHHYHU\REMHFW7KH2OG%D]DDU
represents the multicultural society of the city.
The Old Bazaar has existed for more than seven centuries. It stretches from the Stone Bridge to Bit-Pa]DUDQGWKH6NRSMH)RUWUHVV,WZDVEXLOWIROORZLQJWKH
H[DPSOH RI RWKHU %\]DQWLQH PHWURSROLVHV ,Q WKH WK
DQG WK FHQWXULHV LW EHFDPH RQH RI WKH PRVW LPSRU
WDQW RULHQWDO ED]DDUV RQ WKH %DONDQ SHQLQVXOD DQG LQ
WKHPLGGOHRIWKHWKFHQWXU\LWKDGVRPHVKRSV
+DYLQJVXUYLYHGVHYHUDOGLVDVWHUVOLNHWKHÀUHLQ
DQGWKHHDUWKTXDNHLQWKHED]DDUKDVUHPDLQHG
thepride of the city through modern times. Today the
2WWRPDQDUFKLWHFWXUDOVW\OHSUHYDLOVEXWWKHUHDUHDOVR
remains of Byzantine architecture.
Particular attractions are the inns, including Suli An,
.DSDQ $Q DQG .XUVKXPOL $Q DQG WKH EDWKV VXFK DV
&KLIWHDQG'DXW3DVKD+DPDP²DQGHYHU\RQHRIWKHP
has its unique story. Most all structures of historical
LPSRUWDQFHKDYHEHHQFRQYHUWHGLQWRPXVHXPVRUJDO
OHULHVRSHQWRWKHSXEOLF
:DONWKHQDUURZFREEOHGVWUHHWVWKURXJKWKHODE\ULQWKV
RIWKHED]DDUJHWORVWLQWKHEHDXW\RIWKHDUFKLWHFWXUH
YLVLWVRPHRIWKHPDQ\VKRSVWU\ODKPDGMXQNHEDSRU
EXUHNWU\WKH7XUNLVK'HOLJKWGULQNVRPHWHD
7DNHDGHHSEUHDWKRIWKHVHGXFWLYHVPHOOVIURPWKHSDVW
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he great reformer of Turkey Mustafa Kemal
$WDWXUN ÀQLVKHG PLOLWDU\ KLJK VFKRRODW WKH
%LWROD EDUUDFNV LQ  WRGD\ WKH EDUUDFNV
EXLOGLQJKDVEHHQFRQYHUWHGLQWRWKHPXVHXPRI%LWROD
$GGLWLRQDOO\$WDWXUN·VIDWKHUZDVERUQLQWKH0DFHGR
nian village of Kodzadzik.
The Memorial room of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk consists
of several pieces from his life, including facsimiles and
documents that show his work and his private life, as well
DVVNHWFKHVRIEDWWOHVDOLEUDU\DQGPRUH
In the memorial room there is a letter that is part of one
of the greatest love stories of all time. It is a message
from Eleni Karinte to Ataturk. Their love remained unIXOÀOOHGDQGVRZHUHNQRZQDVWKH%DONDQ5RPHRDQG
Juliet.
7DNHDSLFWXUHXQGHUWKHEDOFRQ\RI(OHQL.DULQWHZKHUH
lovers regularly exchange vows, enter the room dedicatHGWRRQHRIWKHPRVWUHPDUNDEOHKLVWRULFDOÀJXUHVZKR
spent most of his youth in Macedonia, and whose words
HFKRWRGD\´3HDFHLQWKHFRXQWU\SHDFHLQWKHZRUOGµ
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KH 0HPRULDO +RXVH RI 0RWKHU 7HUHVD ZDV EXLOW
LQWKHFHQWUHRI6NRSMHLQIRUWKH\HDU
DQQLYHUVDU\ RI KHU ELUWKGD\ 7KLV ODQGPDUN ZDV
EXLOW WR FRPPHPRUDWH WKH OLIH DQG ZRUN RI WKLV KXPDQLVW
DQGZLQQHURIWKH1REHO3UL]HIRU3HDFH
On this same location once stood the Catholic Church of the
+RO\+HDUWRI-HVXVZKLFKZDVGHVWUR\HGE\WKHHDUWK
TXDNHDQGLQZKLFK$JQHV*RQ[KD%RMD[KLXZDVEDSWL]HG
$VSDUWRIWKHSUHVHQWEXLOGLQJWKHUHLVDQH[KLELWLRQVSDFH
chapel, and amphitheater.

$PRQJWKHDUWLIDFWVWKHELUWKGRFXPHQWRIWKLVJUHDWKX
PDQLWDULDQLVVXHGE\WKH&KXUFKRIWKH+RO\+HDUWRI-H
VXVVWDQGVRXWDVGRHVKHUVDUL WUDGLWLRQDOZRPHQ·VFORWK
LQJ  KHU KDQGZULWWHQ SUD\HU URVDU\ DQG WKH FUXFLÀ[LRQ
and some of the awards that Mother Teresa has received.
7KHLQWHULRURIWKHH[KLELWLRQVSDFHLVHQULFKHGZLWKDXWKHQ
WLFIXUQLWXUHVR\RXFDQIHHOWKHDPELHQFHRIDFLW\KRXVH
LQ0DFHGRQLDIURPWKHHDUO\WKFHQWXU\ZKLFKLVZKHQ
*RQ[KD%RMD[KLXRQFHOLYHGKHUH7KHFKDSHOLVORFDWHGRYHU
WKHH[KLELWLRQVSDFHZKHUHPLVVLRQVDUHKHOG7KHEDVHPHQW
is a multimedia space, where very often promotions, screenLQJVH[KLELWLRQVDQGHGXFDWLRQDOSURMHFWVUHODWHGWRWKHOLIH
DQGZRUNRI0RWKHU7HUHVDRUKXPDQLWDULDQZRUNE\SHRSOH
from all over the world are held.
,QIURQWRIWKH0HPRULDO+RXVH\RXZLOOEHZHOFRPHGE\D
monumental sculpture of one of history’s greatest humaniWDULDQVWKHRQO\ZLQQHURIWKH1REHO3UL]HIURP0DFHGRQLD
DQGWKHDPELHQFHZKHQ\RXZLOOHQWHUZLOOUHFDOOKHUZRUGV
´/HWXVDOZD\VZHOFRPHHDFKRWKHUZLWKDVPLOHEHFDXVHWKH
VPLOHLVWKHEHJLQQLQJRIORYHµ
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6W3DQWHOHLPRQ 6NRSMH 
$UFKDHRORJLFDOVLWHRI6NXSL YLOODJHRI=ORNXNMDQL6NRSMH
5RPDQDQG/DWH$QWLTXHFLW\LWV$QWLTXHWKHDWHUEXLOWLQQG
century BC is one of its most prominent structures.
.DOH)RUWUHVVDQG6WRQH%ULGJH 6NRSMH
2OG%D]DDU 6NRSMH
0XVWDID3DVKD0RVTXH 6NRSMH
Built in early Constantinopolitan style as a testament of Mustafa Pasha.
.XUVKXPOL,QQ 6NRSMH
Impressive inn from the Ottoman period whose purpose changed
over time.
0HPRULDO+RXVHRI0RWKHU7HUHVD 6NRSMH
6. Skupi - Zlokukjani
0RQDVWHU\RI/HVKRN YLOODJHRI/HVKRN7HWRYR
7KLVFRPSOH[LQFOXGHVWKH&KXUFKRIWKH+RO\0RWKHURI*RG
and the Church of St. Athanasius. It is also the site of Kiril
3HMFKLQRYLNM·V0HPRULDO5RRPDQGWKHVLWHRIKLVEXULDO
0XOWLFRORUHG0RVTXH 7HWRYR
6W-RKQWKH%DSWLVW *RVWLYDU'HEDU
0RQDVWHU\RI6W*HRUJHWKH9LFWRULRXV YLOODJHRI5DMFKL
FD'HEDU
0HPRULDOURRPRI0XVWDID.HPDO$WDWXUN %LWROD 
6DPXLO·V)RUWUHVVDQGWKHDPSKLWKHDWHU 2KULG
3ODRVKQLN 2KULG
6W6RÀD 2KULG
Medieval cathedral church housing one of the richest collections
of Byzantine frescoes in Europe.
+RO\0RWKHURI*RG3HULEOHSWRV 2KULG
$QLPSRUWDQWPHGLHYDOPRQXPHQWFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\LWVH[FHS
tional architecture.
0RQDVWHU\RI6W1DXP 2KULG
0DUNRYL.XOL 3ULOHS
)RUWUHVV WKFHQWXU\%&WRWKFHQWXU\ .LQJ0DUNR·VUHVL
dence.
 0RQDVWHU\ RI =U]H ² &KXUFK RI WKH +RO\ 7UDQVÀJXUDWLRQ
YLOODJHRI=U]H3ULOHS
Monastery complex composed of four churches and several hermit cells carved in limestone rocks.
0RQDVWHU\RI7UHVNDYHF²&KXUFKRIWKH$VVXPSWLRQRIWKH
+RO\0RWKHURI*RG 3ULOHS
An important medieval monastic and literary center. The most
LQDFFHVVLEOHDQGPRVWFRQFHDOHGPRQDVWHU\LQ0DFHGRQLD

+HUDFOHD/\QFHVWLV %LWROD
-HQL0RVTXH %LWROD
0RVTXHZLWKPLQDUHWPHWHUVKLJK
 0RQDVWHU\ RI  6OHSFKH &KXUFK  RI 6W -RKQ WKH )RUHUXQQHU
DQG&KXUFKRI6W-RKQWKH7KHRORJLDQ6W1LFKRODV YLOODJHRI
Slepche, Demir Hisar) One of the most important literary centers
in Macedonia and school of wood carving.
*ROHP*UDG 3UHVSD/DNH3UHVSD
The only island in Macedonia and site of remains from the Neolithic to Early Christianity.
&KXUFKRI6W*HRUJH YLOODJHRI.XUELQRYR5HVHQ
&KXUFK ZKRVH V\PERO LV WKH IUHVFR NQRZQ DV WKH $QJHO RI .XU
ELQRYR,WLVGHFRUDWHGZLWKODYLVKIUHVFRSDLQWLQJVLQFOXGLQJWKH
ÀUVWSRUWUDLWRI6W0HWKRGLXVLQ%\]DQWLQHDUW
0RQXPHQWÅ,OLQGHQ´ .UXVKHYR
.QRZQDV0DNHGRQLXPRϰFLDOO\RSHQHGRQWKHWKDQQLYHUVDU\
RI7KH6HFRQG6HVVLRQRI$6120DOVRPDUNLQJ\HDUVVLQFHWKH
,OLQGHQ8SULVLQJ
$UFKHRORJLFDOVLWHRI6WREL *UDGVNR
$UFKHRORJLFDOVLWHRI9DUGDUVNL5LG *MHYJMHOLMD
6LWHLQKDELWHGIURPWKHODWH%URQ]H$JHXQWLOWKHDUULYDORIWKH
5RPDQV5DUHÀQGVRIFRLQVRIWKHÀUVW0DFHGRQLDQNLQJ$OH[DQ
der I.
&KXUFKRI6W*HRUJH YLOODJHRI6WDUR1DJRULFKDQH.XPDQR
vo) Zenith of Byzantine Classicism, with still fresh and vividly colored frescoes.
.RNLQR .XPDQRYR
0RQDVWHU\RI2VRJRYR .ULYD3DODQND
9LQLFKNR.DOH 9LQLFD
0HGLHYDO7RZHUV .UDWRYR
7RZHUV EXLOW IURP KLJKTXDOLW\ FDUYHG VWRQH RQFH LQKDELWHG E\
wealthiest people in the region.
0RQDVWHU\RI/HVQRYR YLOODJHRI/HVQRYR3URELVKWLS
Monastery of extensive literary and scriptorial activity in the past.
0RQDVWHU\RI9RGRFKD 6WUXPLFD
It contains rare examples of medieval Byzantine church art, the
place where Ss. Cyril and Methodius started their mission.
0RQDVWHU\RI9HOMXVD 6WUXPLFD
$UFKLWHFWXUDOO\XQLTXHEXLOWZLWKEULFNVDQGPRUWDUGLVSOD\LQJ
UHPDUNDEOHFHUDPLFDQGVFXOSWXUHOLNHGHFRUDWLRQZKLFKKDVQRW
lost its freshness and vividness.
)LQGPRUHRQWKHVHVLWHVLQWKHEURFKXUH
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ouch has a memory.
John Keats
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